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Executive summary

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought about immense change in the way we
live and conduct our lives. The ramifications have been felt acutely across all
aspects of society and will be felt for many years to come.

Subsequently, the threat to global public health goes beyond that of a single
pathogen. Interruption to health service delivery, in both the short and long-
term, may reverse gains seen in infectious disease control and social mobility
over the years.

One area of concern is in routine immunisation. Vaccines have been one of
the most potent weapons which human kind has had against disease. They
have enabled children and adults to survive, flourish and contribute to society
as well as preventing diseases from spreading.

Disruption to vaccination programmes could be the cause of greater
and more profound health crises which continue to cause suffering and
hamper the progress of humanity. Despite the ongoing challenges, we now
have a substantial opportunity to understand the impact that disruption to
vaccination programmes has and continues to have and to implement lessons
learned to strengthen their resilience in the future.

The objective of this survey on immunisation is to help understand the
perspectives of members of the WPL network and their affiliates and their
sentiment towards immunisation programmes. The results aim to illuminate
the resilience of vaccination programmes in the context of COVID-19
disruption to equip political leaders with insight and actions on how to protect
immunisation programmes for the greater good of global society.

A clear view of where we stand today can better support and contribute to the
success of vaccination programmes tomorrow.

Women Political Leaders | www.womenpoliticalleaders.org

WP

_ozzsm. \Women Political Leaders

O\

On behalf of Women Political Leaders (WPL), supported by MSD, Ipsos
conducted two focus groups and an online multi-country survey of women
Parliamentarians and policy-makers between 12 November 2020 and 26 April
2021. Henceforth, these respondents are referred to as ‘participants’.

Research findings

Methodology and sample

Exploratory focus group Ipsos interviewed a sample of n=10
participants across 9 countries who
chose to take part in a 90-minute
online focus group.

Online quantitative survey Ipsos interviewed a sample of n=151
participants across 59 countries
who chose to take part in an online
15-minute survey.

Plenary focus group Ipsos interviewed a sample of n=4
participants across 3 countries who
chose to take part in a 90-minute
online focus group.

Full details can be found in Appendix 1.

Key observations
One clear global trend emerged from the participants in the research:

The majority of participants are aware of the issues and potential pitfalls that
impact the success of vaccination programmes, but lack clarity over their
role to contribute to the cause.

The majority of participants have a perception that vaccines and vaccination
programmes are an important part of keeping their populations healthy. Of
the participants who chose to take part in the survey, 96% considered
having an effective vaccination programme for vaccine-preventable dis-
eases to be important in their respective country' and 78% have con-
sidered that ‘vaccines are able to reduce the morbidity/mortality from
infectious diseases’ to some or a great extent.
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*  Many acknowledge the issues of disruption of vaccination programmes
brought about by the pandemic but aren't necessarily fully aware of the
ramifications. Of the participants who chose to take part in the survey,
66% agreed that the ‘avoidance of healthcare settings due to perceived risk
of COVID-19 meant some appointments for routine vaccination have been
missed’ but only 37% disagreed that ‘all missed routine vaccination appoint-
ments will not have been rescheduled™

« They have strong personal confidence in vaccines and see wider vaccine
hesitancy as a cause for concern, although it isn't always a priority. Of the
participants who chose to take part in the survey, 94% are personally confi-
dentinvaccines ™ but only 31% have actively engaged in policy for ‘creating
and sustaining effective vaccination programmes for vaccine-preventable
diseases’ over the last 12 months

«  Participants in the sample do not necessarily see themselves as messen-
gers to activate change as they're likely wary of the general lack of public
trust in politicians. Of the participants who chose to take part in the survey,
only 256% believe that the general public trusts politicians to tell the truth"

i Source Ipsos. QC1.To what extent do you consider having an effective vaccination programme for vaccine-preventable
diseases in your country to be important or not? % who selected ‘Very important/fairly important' of a 5-point scale. Base:

AllWPL network and their affiliates who chose to participate n=101

ii Source Ipsos. QC3. To what extent, if at all, have you considered the following statements as benefits of vaccines in an
official capacity? % who selected ‘To a great extent’ of a 5-point scale. Base: All WPL network and their affiliates who chose

to participate n=101

iii Source Ipsos. QE1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? % who selected ‘Tend to disa-

gree/strongly disagree’ of a 5-point scale. Base: All WPL network and their affiliates who chose to participate n=82

iv Source Ipsos. QD2. To what extent would you say you, in your political role, are confident in the science of vaccines, or not?
% who selected ‘Very confident/fairly confident’ of a 4-point scale. Base: All WPL network and their affiliates who chose to

participate n=97

v Source Ipsos. QB3. Which, if any, of the following policy topics have you actively engaged in over the last 12 months? % who
selected ‘creating and sustaining effective vaccination programmes for vaccine-preventable diseases' from a multi-select

pre-coded list of 10 policy areas. Base: All WPL network and their affiliates who chose to participate n=121

vi Source Ipsos. QA4. For each of the following groups, please tell me if you think the general public generally trusts them
to tell the truth, or not. % who selected ‘trust to tell the truth’ for ‘Politicians’ Base: All WPL network and their affiliates who

chose to participate n=151
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Recommended actions

The COVID-19 pandemic presents a unique opportunity to truly consider the
role that vaccines can play in society and to implement policy that benefits
not only the rollout of COVID-19 vaccines, but policies that strengthen the
entire routine immunisation programme across the life course.

When the term ‘vaccination’ is mentioned, the image of a small child receiving
a vaccine to protect against disease usually comes to mind first. The eminent
success of vaccines is their ability to provide immunity against vaccine-
preventable diseases. But this disease protection extends beyond the direct
health benefits for individuals, it can also have profound and holistic benefits
in creating a more equal global society.

Vaccines are for everyone; they are administered across the life course with
their protective reach spanning infectious and non-communicable diseases
such as cancer. By preventing disease, vaccination can enable everyone in
society to participate to their full potential. If we start to consider vaccines as
ameansto mitigate the economic burden of disease through lost productivity
and health service need whilst concurrently vaccines as a way to provide
equal social opportunities, their value is exponential.

Whilst participants in the research may not feel like trusted voices in the
vaccination arena, they still have a central and critical role to play. To protect
and maintain the success of vaccination programmes moving forward,
focusing on mitigating disruption and improving resilience, this study offers
the five following recommended action:

1.Develop an understanding of how vaccines can contribute to addressing
government priorities such as health inequality and reducing burden of
disease within the local context
a. Consult with National Immunisation Technical Advisory Groups
(NITAGs) on the role you can play in supporting vaccination programmes
b. Consider data that can be collected and reported to monitor the
ongoing impact of vaccination within communities
c. Coordinate a group of public health and social experts to examine the
link be tween vaccination and socioeconomic inequality to provide an
evidential basis for discussion around the value of vaccination to society
“This is a set of actionable recommendations where every women political leader

can find her own agenda and promote the issues in a resonant and specific way.”
Participant, Europe
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2. Strengthen health systems that support national routine immunisation
programmes across the life-course and address challenges to vaccine
distribution and administration

a. ldentify alternative locations for vaccination services and consider
expanding personnel resource to provide widespread access

b. Foster international collaboration to ensure an environment of stable
and transparent trade policies for the movement of vaccine supplies

c. Prioritise the implementation of a policy for catch-up vaccination
to minimise routine disruption, that includes guidance on eligibility and
minimum intervals between vaccine doses

3. Improve data systems to monitor vaccine administration, identify
populations at high risk for vaccine preventable diseases and support
catch-up vaccination efforts

a. Develop mechanisms to identify and follow-up on missed vaccinations
b. Use digital technologies, including digital information systems, to
ensure vaccination programme monitoring

4. Allocate short-to medium-term health sector financing for routine
immunisation programmes across the life-course

a. Build political will and increase public awareness through special
hearings and committees to garner strong consensus and financial
support for specific policy vaccination measures

b. Align domestic and donor funding to coordinate a sector-wide response
and restore vaccination to pre-pandemic coverage rates

c. Engage with decision-makers at the national and local levels to identify
evidence-based approaches to resource allocation and determine how
domestic and external financing will be utilised

5. Improve trust in public health by promoting the benefits of vaccination

a. Tailorcommunication strategies atthe local level to promote acceptance
and address misinformation regarding vaccination

b. Assess local root causes of hesitancy, foster a dialogue and engage
trusted community members to help deliver data-driven messaging that
highlights the importance, safety and efficacy of routine vaccination
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An urgent platform from 57‘\\

which to advance change

The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in widespread disruption to routine
immunisation programmes and is presenting new challenges with the rollout
of COVID-19 vaccination. We, as a global society, must now leverage this
spotlight on vaccination to consider how to increase resilience of vaccination
programmes moving forward.

The current issue and threat

In short, the disruption and ongoing challenges mean that fewer people are
getting vaccinated (non-inclusive of COVID vaccination) leaving individuals
and communities vulnerable to vaccine preventable diseases. In the first
half of 2020 the delay or suspension of vaccination programmes is estimated
to have negatively affected around 80 million children under the age of one
globally [1]. And it is not just the initial impact that is worrying; at present
immunisation services continue to feel the strain in terms of managing supply
and maintaining demand [2] [3]. Over a third of countries are still reporting
disruption to immunisation services by about 20% compared to 2020 levels
[4]. This threatens decades of global progress to help people live healthier and
longer lives and attain equitable vaccine coverage.

The disruption came at a time when many vaccination programmes were
not reaching target coverage rates. Vaccine hesitancy and the role of trust
are well-documented; when populations doubt safety and efficacy, lack
trust in the system or feel like vaccination is not an important priority for
them, vaccination rates fall [4]. Infrastructure challenges highlighted by
the COVID-19 pandemic affect access to vaccination, even for routinely
recommend vaccines, particularly in low- middle-income countries [5]. The
pandemic has therefore exacerbated many of the issues that already affected
routine immunisation service uptake, with hesitancy sentiment and access
barriers being key examples.

Vaccination is viewed as one of public health's ‘best buys’ in the sense it also
mitigates the economic burden of disease [6]. It is estimated that for every
$1 invested into vaccination programmes around $44 is saved in healthcare
costs, lost productivity and long-term disability in low income countries [7].
People value living healthier and longer lives, and the benefits that vaccines
bring in this regard can only be recognised if there is equitable and broad
coverage globally.
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Potential repercussions if threat not addressed

This perfect storm created by COVID-19 contributes to an increase in
unvaccinated or under-vaccinated individuals (non-inclusive of COVID
vaccination), which increases the likelihood of vaccine preventable disease
outbreaks [8] [9]. In turn, increases in morbidity and mortality from these
diseases are to be expected, threatening to widen the health and social
equality gap further [10][11][12][13].

If we continue the current trajectory of sub-par vaccine uptake, then these
trends will only worsen. Sustainable and effective routine immunisation
programmes act as a key platform for supporting the recovery of vaccination
coverage rates plus the implementation of future vaccination programmes
[14]. As deployment of COVID-19 vaccines by governments is happening as
quickly as possible around the world, returning all vaccination to stable levels
will help contribute to an increase in resilience of vaccination programmes
today and potentially help protect against potential threats in the future.

Beyond health, the potential continued threat to vaccination programmes
also has implications for broader development goals in society. Participants
in this survey are aligned with the general public on issues of importance for
social development in terms of policy topics they have engaged with over the
last 12 months. In a general population survey amongst adults, the COVID-19
pandemic currently topsthe list of what worries the world, with unemployment
and poverty and social inequality consistently rank in second and third place
[15]. By helping populations lead healthier and longer lives, this goes part way
in ensuring they are able to contribute and participate in society equitably.

Vaccinations play a key role in preventing disease and have altered the course
of common diseases; for example, since 1988 there has been a 99% reduction
in poliovirus cases [17] with Africa being declared free of wild poliovirus in
2020. A healthy child has the best chance of completing school and lifting
families from poverty. Parents whose children have the best chance of
healthy life have less children which also helps to alleviate poverty. Parents
who survive preventable disease are able to contribute to the workforce and
raise children. If existing vaccines were available to every child in the world’s
72 poorest countries, the savings over a decade would total $145 billion in
productivity loses and $6.2 billion in treatment costs [18][19].
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The opportunity to apply lessons learnt

Global engagement in the issues surrounding vaccination programmes,
in part encouraged by the pandemic, presents an opportunity to do things
differently in the future. We have an opportunity to further collaborate across
society and leverage political will to expand the conversation around the
value of vaccination, build public trust and help facilitate investment in and
access to sustainable vaccination services.

The goal is to learn from the COVID-19 crisis to increase resilience of
vaccination programmes to mitigate the impact of future crises. Mitigating
disruption and its impact whilst also assuring and strengthening existing
services, such as routine vaccination, will lead to population improvements
in health, the economy and in society.

One of the first steps is to understand the lessons that need to be learnt, The
research findings set out in this publication gives insight into how political
leaders participants are currently fulfilling their role in contributing to the
success of vaccination programmes and highlights what theypolitical leaders
can do in the future.

“We want Women Political Leaders to think beyond their own countries and integrate
international solidarity when promoting this platform of immunisation.”
Participant, Europe
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On behalf of Women Political Leaders (WPL), and in collaboration with
healthcare company MSD, Ipsos conducted two focus groups and an online
multi-country survey with women Parliamentarians and policy-makers

between 12 November 2020 and 26 April 2021. Henceforth, these respondents
are referred to as ‘participants’.
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